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The Minutes of the Meeting for Health-related Organizations

"Disability Issues in Mongolia"
   Thursday, 24th February 2011 

Meeting place: 
VSO meeting room, “Bolor” Business Center, Ulaanbaatar
Meeting time: 
3:00 – 5:00 pm
Discussion topic: 
"Disability Issues in Mongolia"
Chairperson: 
Dr. Odontsetseg Brown, Coordinator for HROs’ monthly regular  

                                 forums, Chairperson, Foundation for Health Policy Promotion
Speakers & 

1. Chuluundolgor Bat, Chairperson, Mongolian Association for the 
Presentations:          Wheelchair-Bound Disabled 
"Feasibility of the provision of equal access to healthcare for the severely disabled"
2. Munkh-Uchral Davaanyam, School of Public Health, Health              Sciences University of Mongolia
                          "Improving voluntary services for the wheelchair-bound disabled"
Agenda       
1 Record those attending

2 Apologies for absence
3 Minutes for the meeting in December 2, 2010, on “ Water Quality and Water-borne
     Diseases”
4 Matters arising from the Minutes

5 “Secretary’s report” (any correspondence or other communications)
6 Agenda items:

   

"Disability Issues in Mongolia"
7 Any Other Business

8 Date and time of the next meeting
Item 1
Those present: 

	
	Name
	Position & Organization
	Email & Telephone

	1
	Odontsetseg Brown
	Coordinator, HROs monthly regular meetings
Chairperson, Foundation for Health Policy Promotion
	odnoo1220@yahoo.com
obrown@pactworld.org
99149656, 329267

	2
	Buhuu Tserendagva
	Project Coordinator, “Sante Sud” INGO
	buhuu@magicnet.mn 

99286712, 326260


	3
	Jargalsaikhan.D
	President, Mongolian Association of US State Alumni (MASA)
	djargal@yahoo.com
99110595

	4
	Munkh-Uchral.D
	Bayanzurkh duureg, 1st khoroo, “Khun tuvt” Family Group Practice
	uchka_01@yahoo.com
99226664

	5
	Ayurzana.G
	Writer, Board Member of MASA
	gayurzana@gmail.com
91191119

	6
	Chuluundolgor.B
	Mongolian Association of Wheelchair users
	chuka_borh@yahoo.com
99834457

	7
	Ada van Vliet
	Nalaikh District Health Center, VSO Health Volunteer
	vliet.adavan@gmail.com
99200568

	8
	Khongorzul.S
	Board Member, MASA  
	hongorzul@gmail.com
99287030

	9
	Undram.A
	Researcher, Public Health Institute
	o.undram@yahoo.com 
99172423


	10
	Khurelbaatar.D 
	Defense Lawyer, “Javkhlan” Law Firm
	99083670

	11
	Begzsuren Jamsranjav 


	IT Managar, Central Public Library of Ulaanbaatar


	mcl_begee@yahoo.com, begzsuren@pl.ub.gov.mn
99861326, 70115705


Item 2
Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from: 
1. Oyunbileg J, Director General, Public Health Institute

2. Tserennadmid.B, Director, “City and Health” NGO
3. D.Zorigtbaatar, Health Programs, Peace Corps Mongolia 
4. Saijaa.N, Director, Center for Environmental Health and Human Ecology
Item 3 
Minutes for December 2nd 2010 meeting 
The minutes for December 2nd 2010 meeting on “Water Quality and Water-borne
Diseases” were distributed at the meeting. As most of the meeting attendants were not the same participants of the last meeting, Odnoo suggested that the minutes will be posted on the HRO website and attendees can send their comments online.
Item 4 
Matters arising from the minutes 

There were no matters arising from the December 2010 meeting minutes.

Item 5
“Secretary’s report” / Correspondence (any communications)

The secretary informed the meeting that there were suggestions received that World health-related days such as December 1st World AIDS day, March 24th World Tuberculosis Day or February 4th World Cancer Day to be reflected in HRO meeting topics to provide collaborating opportunities between HROs. 
Item 6  

Matters for discussion (such as proposals, or reports on ongoing projects)
"Disability Issues in Mongolia"
Speakers & Presentations:                                                                                                        
1. Chuluundolgor Bat, Chairperson, Mongolian Association for the Wheelchair-Bound Disabled 
"Feasibility of the provision of equal access to healthcare for the severely disabled"
2. Munkh-Uchral Davaanyam, School of Public Health, Health Sciences University of Mongoli
"Improving voluntary services for the wheelchair-bound disabled"
These presentations in Mongolian language will be posted on the website at www.mongolhealthnetwork.org  
See addendum at the end of these Minutes for notes on these presentations. 

Item 8
Any Other Business 
At the next meeting to discuss if a suggestion to include the World health-related days such as December 1st World AIDS day, March 24th World Tuberculosis Day or February 4th World Cancer Day in HRO meeting topics can be accepted or not. 
Item 9
Date and Time of the next meeting: 
3:00 - 5:00pm 
                                                                 April 27, 2011, Wednesday
Meeting place: 



VSO Meeting Room
Topic:





 Health Sector Coordination 
or

Alcohol use among adolescents
Although the next meeting had provisionally been scheduled for a presentation on “Health Sector Coordination”, we have an opportunity to hear a presentation from a visitor from the Johns Hopkins School of Public Health who has been researching “Alcohol Use by Adolescents in Mongolia”; as this researcher is returning to the US early in May, we propose that we re-schedule our next meeting in order to benefit from the most up-to-date information.
Addendum to Minutes

Discussion on “Disability Issues in Mongolia”
THE FULL POWERPOINT PRESENTATIONS FROM THE MEETING will shortly be POSTED ON THE   www.mongolhealthnetwork.org  WEBSITE 

Discussion on “Disability Issues in Mongolia”
The main points raised by the speakers and discussed by the meeting participants:

· Existing Standards on Clinics and Hospitals, especially standards on buildings and premises of health facilities do not reflect disabled citizens’ needs

· Poor enforcement mechanisms of existing laws and regulations 

· Amendments concerning disabled citizens’ health care to the Health and Citizens Health Insurance Law are needed.

· Diagnosis and treatment equipment in health facilities do not meet the special needs of disabled

· Poor knowledge and attitude of the medical professionals about disabled people’s special needs 

· Not only health facilities, but also streets and public places need to be equipped to meet disabled citizens’ needs
· Currently, care for disabled  is provided by their family members causing many challenges, such as too much burden on the family, restrictions in communications and other needs for the disabled, etc., Communities need to be involved in health care and  socio-psychological support for the disabled 

· Voluntary services for the disabled need to be improved

· Inter-sector and inter- organizational cooperation for better services for the disabled need to be improved

· Disability classification applied in Mongolia is not appropriate. Mongolia’s current disability classification limits it’s disabled citizens’ involvement, and participation in International activities for and/or among disabled

· Although it’s the government’s responsibility to create a favorable legal framework and infrastructure for the disabled, everyone’s knowledge, attitude and awareness need to be raised

· Jargalsaikhan, President, Mongolian Association of US State Alumni (MASA) stated that he will help Chuluundolgor, Chairperson of the Mongolian Association for the Wheelchair-Bound Disabled, to speak at the upcoming Economic Forum. It is important that the disabled themselves are heard by investors and policy makers. 
· Ada, VSO health volunteer together with the Mongolian Association for the Wheelchair-Bound Disabled and Nalaikh District Health Center are implementing a pilot project for the blind. A library in the Health Center has been set-up and volunteers are trained and involved in care of the blind. If the project is successful the activities can be replicated and applied at a broader, national level. Also, they have a book translation project in progress for “Empowerment and Advocacy”, “Possible Itineraries” for women with disabilities.
· Begzsuren from the Central Public Library of Ulaanbaatar said that currently they are putting more effort in bringing the disabled to the libraries, and providing the special facilities for them, including book reading sessions for the blind. But it would be more effective if an outreach approach were developed – such as a book delivery to homes involving community volunteers. 
End of recorded discussion.
1

