www.mongolhealthnetwork.org

The Minutes of the Meeting for Health-related Organizations

 “Food Safety & Food Security”

April 29, 2009
Meeting place: 
The meeting room, Public Health Institute 

Meeting time: 
3:15 – 5:15 pm

Discussion topic: 
Food Safety & Food Security
Chairperson: 
Dr. Odontsetseg.D, Coordinator for HROs’ monthly regular forums, Chairperson, Foundation for Health Policy Promotion

Speaker: 
Z. Enkhtungalag, Head of the Nutrition & Food Safety team, Nutrition Research Center, Public Health Institute
Presentation:           “Food Safety as an important component of Food Security”
Agenda 
1 Record those attending

2 Apologies for absence

3 Minutes for Meeting in March 2009
4 Matters arising from the Minutes

5 “Secretary’s report” (any correspondence or other communications)

6 Suggested Future Topics for the HROs’ Meetings: 

May 2009 – Nutrition

June 2009 – TB/HIV/ AIDS

July 2009 – No meeting

August 2009 – Non-communicable Diseases 

September  2009 – Diabetes Mellitus
October 2009 - Healthy Lifestyles

November 2009 - Environmental Health: “Climate Change and Health”

December 2009 - No meeting

January 2010 - Environmental Health: “Air Pollution”

February 2010 - No meeting (Tsagaan sar)

March 2010 - Health Insurance System in Mongolia

April 2010 – Open meeting with no topic 

7 Agenda items:
“Food Safety as an important component of Food Security”
Speaker:
Z. Enkhtungalag, Head of the Nutrition & Food Safety team, Nutrition Research Center, Public Health Institute

8  
        Any Other Business 
      9                  Date and time of the next meeting
Item 1
Those present: 

	
	Name
	Position & Organization
	Email & Telephone

	1
	Odontsetseg.D
	Chairperson, Foundation for Health Policy Promotion
	odnoo1220@yahoo.com
99149656, 329267

	2
	Paul Finch
	Chingeltei District Health Unit Health Consultant
	pfinch@mailshack.com
pfinch58@gmail.com
91717741

	3
	Ulambayar.B
	Manager of Partnership, Chingeltei District Health Unit
	perke_mn@yahoo.com
99235766

	4
	A.Solongo
	World Vision Mongolia MCU and NUT Specialist
	solongo_altangerel@wvi.org
99198379

	5
	Agnes Bijila
	Catholic Church Mission
	tshijila@yahoo.fr
99739927

	6
	Lisa Powers
	Peace Corps Mongolia Health Program Manager
	lpowers@mn.peacecorps.gov
99075539

	7
	D.Zorigtbaatar
	Peace Corps Mongolia Health Program 
	dzorigbaatar@mn.peacecorps.gov
99072849

	8
	Enkhtungalag.Z
	Head, Nutrition & Food Safety Team, NRC, PHI
Secretary, National Codex Committee
	enkhee9965@yahoo.com
99256225

	9
	Ganzorig Dorjdagva
	PMMS researcher
	dganz_2000@yahoo.com
980471101

	10
	Myagmarsuren
	ACF, Hygiene Promotion Supervision of Water, Sanitation & Hygiene
	Bayasgalan_tyga@yahoo.com
99796659

	11
	Khulan.O
	Bayangol District Governor’s Office
	undarga4@yahoo.com
99282110

	12
	Unurjargal
	Public Health Institute
	onoroo83@yahoo.com
99150304, 458645


Item 2
Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from: 
1. N.Saijaa, Department of Health & Environment, Public Health Institute

2. Unurtsetseg, Chairperson, Center for Child and Women Protection

3. P.Enkhtuya, Department of Health Research & Training, Public Health Institute
Item 3 
Minutes for March 25, 2009, meeting 
The minutes for March 25th 2009 meeting on “National Health Volunteerism” were distributed at the meeting, and were approved by the meeting participants.  
Item 4 
Matters arising from the minutes 

There were no matters arising from the March meeting minutes.

Item 5
“Secretary’s report” / Correspondence (any communications)
Odnoo reported the following between-meetings correspondence:
· Ts.Unurtsetseg, Director, Center for Child and Women Protection, expressed her organization’s interest to organize the next meeting, and asked to change the topic of the meeting if possible. She suggested “Human Trafficking” as the next meeting topic, and 2:00-5:30 PM as the meeting time. 
· Will Tillett, ACF-Mongolia Country Representative, asked to post information about ACF Water & Sanitation Program in Mongolia with a related weblink. Creating links is a good way of using the website for "networking", and we are pleased to do it. Taking this opportunity, I would like you to know that this facility is available through the HROs’ website.

 

Item 6  
Matters for discussion (such as proposals, or reports on ongoing projects)
Z. Enkhtungalag, Head of the Nutrition & Food Safety team, Nutrition, Research Center, Public Health Institute, gave a PowerPoint presentation on:
“Food Safety as an important component of Food Security”

This presentation is posted on the website at www.mongolhealthnetwork.org  
See addendum at the end of these Minutes for notes on this presentation. 

Item 7

Any Other Business 

The Chairperson suggested to discuss Ts.Unurtsetseg’s (Director, Center for Child and Women Protection) suggestion to organize the next meeting on “Human Trafficking”. The participants accepted the proposal, therefore, the suggested future topics for the HROs’ Meetings are: 

May 2009 – Human trafficking

June 2009 – Nutrition

July 2009 – No meeting

August 2009 – TB/HIV/ AIDS

September  2009 – Non-communicable Diseases 

October 2009 - Diabetes Mellitus
November 2009 - Healthy Lifestyles

December 2009 - No meeting

January 2010 - Environmental Health: “Climate Change and Health”

February 2010 - No meeting (Tsagaan sar)

March 2010 - Environmental Health: “Air Pollution”

April 2010 - Health Insurance System in Mongolia

May 2010  - Open meeting with no topic 

The Chairperson thanked everyone for their participation in this meeting, particularly the speaker  Z. Enkhtungalag, Head of the Nutrition & Food Safety team, Nutrition, Research Center, Public Health Institute. 
Item 8

Date and Time of the next meeting: 
2:00 - 5:30pm, May 27, 2009, Wednesday
Meeting place: 



Public Health Institute Meeting Room
Topic:





Human Trafficking

Organizer: 




Center for Child and Women Protection
Speaker:



Ts.Unurtsetseg, Director, 
Center for Child and Women Protection
Addendum to Minutes

Discussion on “Food Safety as an important component of Food Security”
Paul, VSO/Chingeltei District Health Unit: In which stage of the food supply control chain from farmers to consumers is PHI involved?  
Speaker: We are involved more in chains from producers to consumers. Although we would prefer to do so, we are not able to do assessment and surveys at the farmers’ level, because we lack professional personnel and technical capacity. Secondly, in this country, almost 60% of food products are imported, making the quality assurance for food products challenging. Quality inspection at border points is required to be professional, but our current laboratory capacity does not allow us to conduct appropriate control.   
Recently, we conducted a survey in meat & sausage factories of UB to assess and determine the critical control points. 43 meat & sausage factories were involved in the survey having been interviewed and observed. We selected randomly 10 factories for more detailed studies, and we defined 3 common critical control points at those factories: (i) ingredients’ mixing point, (ii) meat processing by heating, (iii) cooling/freezing point. 

Although PHI is a research organization, it is also involved in developing the related policies and recommendations. 
Solongo, World Vision: 
Is the HACCP (Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point) system an ongoing program or is it still in a preparation stage? 
Which organization is the leading organization in national food safety program/s of Mongolia?  
Who or what organization is responsible for food supplement and fortification? 

Speaker:   I acknowledge information from PRAXIOM RESEARCH GROUP LIMITED, which can be found at:     http://www.praxiom.com/iso-22000-definitions.htm
A food safety hazard analysis is done in order to determine which hazards need to be controlled, how much control is needed, and which combination of control measures should be used in order to make sure that food is safe. HACCP is an ongoing and continuous system, which is used to identify, prevent, and control food safety hazards. Since 2004, HACCP has been being implemented in Mongolia, with WHO financial and technical assistance. In 2004, nineteen national HACCP trainers were trained. 

HACCP management systems use the following methodology:

1. Conduct a hazard analysis

2. Identify critical control points (CCPs)

3. Establish critical limits for each critical control point

4. Develop procedures to monitor critical control points

5. Design corrective actions to handle critical limit violations

6. Create a food safety record keeping system

In the past, the Ministry of Food & Agriculture was the leading organization in a national food safety program. Now, the national, multi-disciplinary food safety committee led by the Prime Minister has been established. Professionals from a number of ministries are involved on the committee, such as the Ministry of Food & Agriculture, the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Trade and Industries, Ministry of  Social Welfare and Labor, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and, the State Professional Inspection Authority.
As for food supplement and fortification issues, the Ministry of Food & Agriculture is the leading organization in partnership with other ministries. The Ministry of Health mainly focuses on consumers/public knowledge, attitude and awareness in food fortification, whereas the State Professional Inspection Authority is responsible for quality control and assurance. As I mentioned before, the WHO is our main partner and donor in the food safety field. 
Ulambayar, Chingeltei District Health Unit: Talking about the national programs, I would like to mention that those programs bring an additional workload on primary health care providers like family doctors and nurses, but usually there is no budget allocated for the activities. Recently, we conducted an unofficial survey, which showed that the district health unit writes 92 reports a year, approximately1500 pages. Because of this paper workload, with endless reports to be delivered to the authorities, primary health care providers have very limited time for their main activities – providing health services. Evaluation of their work is done based on the reports they write. As a result, Doctors and Nurses concentrate on writing reports instead of providing quality health services, public health education and patient counseling.     Sometimes, our politicians do unreasonable things in order to gain public support. They request an oral cavity/dental examination in Sukhbaatar square, or ask for a report on how many people were involved in health education campaigns. I am not saying that dental prevention examinations are not needed, but as you know it should be done in a Dentist’s practice room but not at the city square. And, I doubt that we can count accurately how many people saw or heard the messages we deliver while actually delivering and interacting with the public.  
End of recorded discussion.
