The Minutes 

of the Open Meeting for Health-related Organizations

held on April 25, 2007

Meeting place: 
VSO meeting room, 3rd floor, "Bolor" Business Center 

Meeting time: 

10:00 – 12:00 am

Chairperson: 
Odontsetseg, MD, Coordinator for Health-related Organizations’ Meetings and Head of Nutrition Program, ACF-Mongolia

Those present:
1. Azzaya.Ch, MD, Clinical Psychologist, National Cancer Center of Mongolia (Tel: 99276447,  email: mgl_azuka@yahoo.com)
2. Brigitte Crost, Health Coordinator, MDM / Doctors of the World (Tel: 316746, 99722960 email: mdmmongolie@hotmail.com)

3. Anna Bauze, Project Officer, Mongolian Public Health Professionals Association (Tel: 316183, 99923795, email: annabauze@hotmail.com, mphpa@magicnet.mn)  

4. Jane Myers, “Power of the Mind” Cancer support NGO (Tel: 99082677email: ajidin@magicnet.mn) 

5. Dulamsuren.O, VSO-Mongolia (Tel: 318514, email: @vsoint.org) 

6. Sarah Humphreys, Public Health Educator, VSO/Chingeltei District Health Unit (Tel: 99631165, email: schumphreys@hotmail.com)

7.  Gloria O’ Meara, Director, “Lamp of the Path” NGO/Dolma Ling Community Center (Tel: 480741, 99697765, email: gsomeara@gmailcom)

8. Dolgorsuren, Director’s assistant, “Lamp of the Path” NGO / Dolma Ling Community Center (Tel: 480741, 91142715, email: doogie_912@yahoo.com) 

9. Javzan, Medical Doctor, “Lamp of the Path” NGO (Tel: 99809854) 
10. Tuvshinjargal, Medical Doctor, MDM/Doctors of the World (Tel: 99141552, email: tsolmonz@yahoo.com)

11. Buhuu.Ts, Field Coordinator, “Sante Sud” NGO, Tel: 326260, 99286712, santesudmongolie@hotmail.com
12. Odontsetseg.D, MD, Head of Nutrition Program, ACF-Mongolia (Tel: 322786, 99149656, email: acffsnutmongolia@mbox.mn, odnoo1220@yahoo.com)

13. Otgonsaikhan.R, MD, Nutritionist Assistant, ACF-Mongolia (Tel: 322786, 99819409, email: otgonsaikhanr@yahoo.com)

14. Pam Vallance, Organisational Development Officer, “Mongol Vision” Public Health Organization, Tel: 99200569, email: pammy_83@hotmail.com)
15. Khishigmunkh, Social worker, ACF-Mongolia (Tel: 322786, 99753800)

16, 17.  Two representatives from “Federation of blind elder people/pensioners”
Agenda

1. Record those attending 

2. Apologies for absence

3. Minutes for March 28, 2007, meeting on “Cancer management in Mongolia” 

4. Matters arising from the minutes 

5. “Secretary’s report” / Correspondence (any communications)

6. Format and schedule of the meetings 

7. Agenda items / Matters for discussion (such as proposals, or reports on 

    ongoing projects)

8. Any Other Business 

9. Date and Time of the next meeting

Item 2

Apologies for absence were received from:

1. David Lambert, Lecturer, National University of Mongolia, VSO volunteer (Tel: 99634734,  

    email: davlambert@gmail.com)
2. Khulan.T, MD, Officer in charge of International Cooperation, Health Department of Ulaanbaatar City ((Tel:326787, 99171345, email:ubhd@mongol.net) 

3. Dicken Higgins, General Coordinator, MDM / Doctors of the World (Tel: 316746, 99276663, email: mdmmongolie@hotmail.com)

Item 3 

The minutes for March 28, 2007, Meeting on “Cancer management in Mongolia” 

were read and approved as correct. 

Item 4 

Matters arising from the minutes 

There were no matters arising from the March 28 meeting minutes that were not already on the agenda. 

Item 5

“Secretary’s report” / Correspondence 

Email from Dicken Higgins, General Coordinator, MDM / Doctors of the World, was presented to the participants: 

Dear Health Colleagues,

At the last meeting we said that we would be trying to promote the organization of a national platform to discuss and find solutions to alcohol misuse management issues in Mongolia. Since then I have been in touch with the Ministry of Health and WHO on the subject and it seems that due to other commitments, things are now delayed. I am still hoping that this will happen with the full involvement of ministries and donors and it is for this reason that we can not rush into it. 

I will try to update you all as soon as I have any news,

With best wishes,

Dicken

General Coordinator

Medecins Du Monde Mongolia 

The chairperson informed that apdc@mongol.net and hazel@erdenazuu have not received the Minutes as they have been returned as “failed to deliver as their email boxes are full”. 
Item 6

Format and schedule of the meetings 

As it was decided at the last meeting to review the proposed future schedule according to the suggestion by Freddie W Merrifield, the western coordinator for the HROs’ monthly regular meetings, the chairperson presented the updated future schedule for the meetings.
This suggested that it was better not to have meetings during times when few people would attend;  so it is better to avoid “holiday times”.

The new schedule was read and approved as appropriate. 
So now, the proposed future schedule is:

April 



Open Meeting with no fixed topic 

May

 

Environmental Health

June



Tuberculosis

July

 

No meeting 

August



No meeting 

September


Nutrition 

October


Donor Community Coordination in Mongolia 

November 


Open Meeting with no fixed topic Open

December


No meeting

January 2008


Health Insurance System 

- Finding a medically qualified replacement for Odnoo to co-ordinate the health meetings was raised. The doctor who will replace Odnoo will have full support from VSO, and from Freddie W Merrifield by email.
There are various options which will be followed up before mthe next meeting:
Odnoo informed the meeting that Khulan.T, MD, Officer in charge of International Cooperation, The Health Department of Ulaanbaatar City, has expressed her interest and willingness to take part in coordination for health related organizations’ monthly regular meetings. During a meeting with Odnoo and Felix Leger, Head of Mission, ACF Mongolia, Dr. Gankhuu, Head, The Health Department of Ulaanbaatar City, committed that her organization would support the meetings and would provide Dr.Khulan with possibilities of taking part in coordination of HROs’ meetings. 

Anna Bauze, Project Officer, Mongolian Public Health Professionals Association, will look into the possibility of Doctors of her Association acting as replacement for Odnoo in co-ordinating the health meetings, as there are many medically qualified individuals with good English language ability in the Association.  
Odnoo: The subcommittee of the meetings will meet the organizations and individuals which could be interested in co-ordinating the meetings and discuss on Odnoo’s replacement. The results of the meetings and discussions will be informed at the next meeting. 

Item 7

Agenda items / Matters for discussion (such as proposals, or reports on ongoing projects)

7.1. The representatives from “ The Federation of blind elder people/pensioners” presented their organizations’ activities and asked for cooperation and support. The federation raises funds by producing hand-made products such as gloves for manual work, bed sheets, and many kinds of souvenirs made from different materials such as leather, wood, wool, plastics, etc., Until recently the Railway Authority was its main partner buying the gloves for manual work in big quantities and on a regular basis. Because of the structural reform in the Railway Authority, it stopped buying the elderly people’s handicrafts, and the Association is thus facing difficulties in the marketing of its products. 
Gloria O’ Meara, Director, “Lamp of the Path” NGO/Dolma Ling Community Center, mentioned that there could be some possibilities for a link-up between Western buyers and the Federation as her NGO has some contacts to market the products of sewing groups supported by “Lamp of the Path” NGO.

Any interested persons can contact the Federation:

Mrs Pagmadulam  Tel:  32 53 55

7.2. Jane Myers, “Power of the Mind” Cancer support NGO:
We find the meetings useful. In order to make them even more efficient, I suggest there is a time limit for presentations at the meetings on certain topics, as it seems that some presentations last so long, that after the reports / presentations the participants do not have enough time for proper discussion on the issues and problems raised at the meetings.  
7.3. Gloria O’ Meara, “Lamp of the Path” NGO, suggested an exchange of information on training and public health support materials, as each organization is knowledgable in a specific field and it could be a great benefit if we could network so that each participant/organization could have support in training and education materials developed by professionals. 

7.4. Following the suggestion (7.3), each participant presented its organization’s forthcoming training and public health education materials that could be shared with other partner organizations. 

- “Lamp of the Path” NGO: Training for teachers & educators on the methodology for teaching young children conducted by the trainer who trained in China on this specific issue

-  MDM / Doctors of the World: Training on “Alcohol misuse management” for medical professionals
- ACF-Mongolia: (i) training on “Nutrition and Malnutrition”, (ii) training on “Methodology for public health education sessions”, (iii) training on “Severe acute malnutrition management” (iv) education brochures on 9 health & nutrition related topics

- “Power of the Mind” Cancer support NGO: education sessions and brochures on cancer prevention

- Mongolian Public Health Professionals’ Association implemented several projects in a field of public health, such as public health training modules as a curriculum subject, survey on tobacco misuse, etc., Interested persons can contact the Association.  
7.5. Javzan, Medical Doctor, “Lamp of the Path” NGO presented its activities in brief and called for cooperation on improving access and quality of health and social services for vulnerable people.
7.6. Discussion on registration and civil documentation issues and their importance for getting primary health and social services. 
Khishigmunkh, Social worker, ACF-Mongolia, shared her experience of working to support the vulnerable individuals and/or households to obtain or restore their civil documents, such as citizen ID card, birth and/or marriage certificates, health and/or social insurance books, residency registration etc., She mentioned that it took her 8 months to get registered and obtain the required civil documents for a 6-member household. For that she visited 15-16 different offices/organizations and in most cases stood in a queue for several hours, and it happened that she visited one certain office 22  times.

7.7. Buhuu.Ts, Field Coordinator, “Sante Sud” NGO, presented her organization’s activities, and emphasized the importance of coordination between organizations working on the same or similar fields. “Sante Sud” NGO’s domain is the equipping of the soum level hospitals and clinics, and capacity strengthening for medical professionals through training on writing proposal, and fund raising, etc.,
Question from Odnoo: Why have you chosen Selenge province for the project implementation, as that is one of the better developed provinces with a good infrastructure; there are many other more vulnerable areas if the selection criteria is based on needs. As the project was a pilot, an average province should has been selected rather than the best one? 

Answer: A good infrastructure was actually one of the reasons for our choice because of our limited budget, and time. In addition, I must admit that there was political influence and interest for Selenge province to be selected, as the Minister of Health of that time was from Selenge.  
7.8. Discussion on volunteerism, especially on national volunteerism. 
Jane Myers, “Power of the Mind” Cancer support NGO, emphasized how health volunteers could be useful and supportive for good public health education for many reasons. In her opinion, if they are well-coordinated, with regular training for health volunteers, and a good encouragement system, it could contribute a lot to the proper public health education. Maybe there could be part time volunteer work for interested working people.  The participants agreed with her 
Item 8
Any Other Business

The Chairperson reminded that the contacts of participants of the meetings are recorded in the minutes in order to encourage members of the meetings to find partners in their interested projects and activities, and thanked all for their participation in this meeting
Item 9
Date and Time of the next meeting: May 30, 2007, Wednesday, at 10 am 

Meeting place: VSO meeting room, 3rd floor, Bolor Business Center

Topic: Environmental Health
Chairperson: Freddie W Merrifield, the western coordinator for the HROs’ monthly regular meetings
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