The Minutes

of the Meeting for Health-related Organizations

on “Food Security  in Mongolia”

held on September 26, 2007

Meeting place: 
VSO meeting room, 3rd floor, "Bolor" Business Center 

Meeting time: 

10:00 – 12:00 am

Discussion topic: 
“Food Security  in Mongolia”

Chairperson: 
David Lambert, MBE, of VSO (Meeting Chairman)

Co- organizers:

1. World Vision Mongolia 


2. ACF international network


3. VSO 

Agenda

1. Record those attending 

2. Apologies for absence

3. Minutes for June 26, 2007 

4. Matters arising from the minutes 

5. “Secretary’s report” / Correspondence (any communications)

6. Agenda items / Matters for discussion (such as proposals, or reports on 

    ongoing projects)

· Mrs. Enkhbayar, Officer , Department of Policy Implementation and Coordination, Ministry of Food and Agriculture 

· Mrs. Bolorchimeg, Officer, Ministry of Health   

· Mrs. Enkhtsetseg, Programme coordinator, WHO country office in Mongolia

7. Any Other Business 

8. Date and Time of the next meeting

Item 1 Those present 

	
	Name


	Organization

	
	Gloria O` Meara
	Dolma Ling community centre  FPMT Mongolia

	
	Crost Brigitte
	Doctors of World

	
	Anna Bauze
	Australian volunteer , MPHPA

	
	Bujinlkham
	Dolma ling FPMT Mongolia

	
	Tsetsgee.S
	ADRA

	
	Oddvar Aadnanas
	Norwegian Lutheran M

	
	Janini Armstrong
	ADRA

	
	Narantsetseg. Ts
	World Vision Mongolia

	
	Dicken Higgens
	Medicine Du Monde

	
	David Lambert 
	VSO

	
	Bayasgalan
	DDTT NGO

	
	Bolorchimeg
	Ministry of Health

	
	Gundegmaa
	Mongolian Public Health Professionals` Association 

	
	Alison Prior
	Centre for Human Right Development

	
	Marielle Grit
	VSO nurse trainer

	
	Tuya
	VSO health programme manager

	
	Javzan
	Lamb  path NGO

	
	Munkhdalai
	HEAIC,  NGO

	
	Khishigmunkh
	ACF

	
	Helene Queau
	ACF

	
	Undarmaa
	State Specialized Inspection Agency

	
	Badamtsetseg
	Good will Charity clinic

	
	Zolzaya
	Women and Men magazine 

	
	Azzaya
	Ach Medical Institute 

	
	Baigali
	MDM NGO

	
	Otgonsaikhan
	ACF nutrition assistant 

	
	Odgerel
	ACF

	
	Bohuu
	Sante Sud

	
	Ganzorig
	ACF


Item 2 , Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from: 

1. Sarah Humphreys, Public Health Educator, VSO/Chingeltei District Health Unit (Tel: 99631165, email: schumphreys@hotmail.com)

Item 3, Minutes for June 26, 2007 

The Minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated in advance of the meeting.
There was an amendment to the circulated Minutes, as Mrs Tsetsgee (ADRA) pointed out that “World Fund” should be changed to “Global Fund”.

The Minutes were then approved.

Items 4, Matters arising from the minutes 

Q1 from Brigitte Crost (Doctors of World)

May we have both the soft and hard versions of the presentations which were presented in previous meeting minutes? 

Answer from David Lambert
Of course, with the speaker’s permission, we will pass the presentations’ meeting minutes to the participants.  

Q2 from Anna Bauze (Volunteer)
As I remember, some participants were proposing having a sub-meeting on Environmental Health. Did you conduct this meeting ?

Answer from Mrs. Tuya /VSO/ 

Yes, we were hoping to have this sub-meeting in July. Unfortunately, the meeting was delayed as some people are on holiday, so it was not an ideal time for those involved in the sub meeting.

Item 5  “Secretary’s report” / Correspondence (any communications)

Dicken Higgens (Medecin  Du Monde)

In order to increase the efficiency of these meetings and help all of us to be able to contact other people who have an interest in health care in Mongolia, the Network of Health Related Organizations is creating a HRO website. This is being organized by Freddie, and he has asked me to pass on a couple of requests before next meeting.

· Is there any person who wants to add or remove their email address from the contact list to be posted on the website?

· For any interested parties, it is possible to include your web address on our Website as a link.
· Also, please let us know whether you are able to put the HRO website address into your website as a link.

Item 6  Matters for discussion (such as proposals, or reports on ongoing projects)

· Mrs. Enkhbayar, Officer , Department of Policy Implementation and Coordination, Ministry of Food and Agriculture 

· Mrs. Bolorchimeg, Officer, Ministry of Health   

· Mrs. Enkhtsetseg, Programme coordinator, WHO country office in Mongolia

The discussion following the presentations is an addendum at the end of these Minutes.

Item 7. Any Other Business 

1. Mrs. Enkhbayar (Officer, Department of Policy Implementation and Coordination , Ministry of Food and Agriculture ) informed participants of and invited them to the Annual Exhibition of Food and Agriculture which is being held at the Misheel Expo Center.  

2. The Chairperson thanked everyone for their participation in this meeting

Item 8. Date and Time of the next meeting

Date and Time of the next meeting: October 31, 2007, Wednesday, at 10 am 

Meeting place: VSO meeting room, 3rd floor, Bolor Business Center

Topic: Donor Community Coordination in Mongolia

Addendum attached below:

Discussion following presentations on “Food Security in Mongolia”:

David Lambert

An apology for absence has been received from one of the speakers for meeting, Mrs. Tungalag, Head of Food Security  Department, as she is attending the Annual exhibition on Food and Agriculture. As her replacement, Mrs. Enkhbayar, Officer , Food Security Department, Ministry of Food and Agriculture, will give a presentation on the Food Security issues in Mongolia.

Q from Dr. Undarmaa (Officer, Central Laboratory of the State Specialized Inspection Agency) 

In the presentation it was mentioned that many useful Laws and Regulations have been developed and implemented.  What interventions and activities against genetically modified potatoes have been run by Ministry of Food and Agriculture? 

Answer from Mrs. Enkhbayar (Officer, Department of Policy Implementation and Coordination , Ministry of Food and Agriculture )

Nowadays, we are faced with real needs and claims for investigating and monitoring genetically modified potatoes imported from China. It shows that policy coordination and integration are being required between related State Authorities such as Ministry of Food and Agriculture, Ministry of Health and State Investigation Agency in the importing processes of those potatoes. Looking at experience in other countries, many developed countries have stringent trade rules on imported foods. For instance, 

· the quality and safety of all imported foods should be tested. 

· The customers have options to buy either quality potatoes, or genetically modified potatoes at a cheaper price.   

Q from Dr. Undermaa (Officer, Central Laboratory of the State Specialized Inspection Agency) 

In your presentation it was said that the average Mongolian person consumes 84 kilos of meat per year. Where (which resource) did you get this information?  

Answer from Mrs. Enkhbayar (Officer, Department of Policy Implementation and Coordination , Ministry of Food and Agriculture )

I got this information from the Annual report of the National Statistical Office which covered 1200 households. Also, the results of another survey indicate that average food consumption in Mongolia is 1.2 million tons per year.

Q from Dr. Narantsetseg (Director, Health Department, WVM) 

Following your presentation, it is obvious that integration and co- working of Government and Non Government agencies needs to be improved. Are there any recommended Programmes and a Strategy on Nutrition?

Answer from Mrs. Enkhbayar (Officer, Department of Policy Implementation and Coordination , Ministry of Food and Agriculture )

Within the framework of the National Programme on Food Supply, Safety and Nutrition, the Ministry of Health and National Center for Nutrition have been implementing activities for advocacy and mass media. The new approved National Programme has a mission, strategies and outcomes for all partners as a guide to their inputs to the sector. 
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