The Minutes 

of the Meeting for Health-related Organizations

held on May 30, 2007

Meeting place: 
VSO meeting room, 3rd floor, "Bolor" Business Center 

Meeting time: 

10:00 – 12:00 am

Topic:
Public Health
Chairperson: 
Freddie W Merrifield, the western coordinator for the HROs’ monthly    regular meetings

Facilitators: 
Odontsetseg, MD, Coordinator for Health-related Organizations’ Meetings and Head of Nutrition Programme, ACF-Mongolia


Tuya, Health Programme Manager, VSO-Mongolia

Those present:
1. Saijaa.N, Director, Environmental Health and Research Center, Public Health Institute (Tel: 99864014, 454911, email: nsaijaa@yahoo.com)

2. Tuya Ochir, Manager, Health Program, VSO-Mongolia (Tel: 99809373, 318514, email: tuya.ochir@vsoint.org)

3. Anna Bauze, Project Officer, Mongolian Public Health Professionals Association (Tel: 316183, 99923795, email: annabauze@hotmail.com, mphpa@magicnet.mn)  

4. Enkhtuya Palam, Director, Training and Research Center, Public Health Institute (Tel: 99290496, email: p_enkhee2001@yahoo.com) 

5. Narantsetseg Tsevegsuren, Director, Health Department, World Vision-Mongolia (Tel: 99095042, 345323 email: nandinchimeg_magsar@wvi.org)

6. Nandinchimeg.M, Programme Coordinator, HIV/AIDS Programme, World Vision-Mongolia (Tel: 88112442, 345464, email: nandinchimeg_magsar@wvi.org)

7. Takashi Honda, Project Officer, UNICEF-Mongolia (Tel: 99765936, email: thonda@unicef.org)

8. Dulamsuren.O, VSO-Mongolia (Tel: 318514, email: @vsoint.org) 

9. Sarah Humphreys, Public Health Educator, VSO/Chingeltei District Health Unit (Tel: 99631165, email: schumphreys@hotmail.com)

10. Ganzorig Dorjdagva, MD, Head, Nutrition Department, ACF-Mongolia (Tel: 322786, 99145428, email: dganz_2000 @yahoo.com)

11.  Gloria O’ Meara, Director, “Lamp of the Path” NGO/Dolma Ling Community Center (Tel: 480741, 99697765, email: gsomeara@gmailcom)

12. Dolgorsuren, Director’s assistant, “Lamp of the Path” NGO / Dolma Ling Community Center (Tel: 480741, 91142715, email: doogie_912@yahoo.com) 

13. Javzan, Medical Doctor, “Lamp of the Path” NGO (Tel: 99809854) 
14. Tuvshinjargal, Medical Doctor, MDM/Doctors of the World (Tel: 99141552, email: tsolmonz@yahoo.com)

15. Odontsetseg.D, MD, Nutrition Programme Coordinator, ACF-Mongolia (Tel: 322786, 99149656, email: acffsnutmongolia@mbox.mn, odnoo1220@yahoo.com)
16. David Lambert, Lecturer, National University of Mongolia, VSO volunteer (Tel: 99634734, 313531, email: davlambert@gmail.com)

17. Freddie W Merrifield, the western coordinator for the HROs’ monthly regular meetings (Tel: 99783306, email: f_merrifield@yahoo.co.uk)
18. Khishigmunkh Bavuu, Social worker, ACF-Mongolia (Tel: 322786, 99753800, email: bvichke_@yahoo.com)
19. Tserenbat.B, MASDEPOT (Tel: 99203285, email: btserenbat@masdepot.mn)

20. Baigal Tumur-Ochir, Medical Doctor, MDM/Doctors of the World (Tel: 99765098, email: baigal5mn@yahoo.com)

21. Saranbat.J, Nutritionist Assistant, ACF-Mongolia (Tel: 99286272, saranbat80@yahoo.com)

22. Oyun-Erdene Jugdernamjil, Medical Doctor (Tel: 99519229, email: 
23. Dr. Tserennadmid, Chairperson, “City and Health NGO”. (99298018)
Agenda

1. Record those attending 

2. Apologies for absence

3. Minutes for April 25, 2007, Open Meeting 

4. Matters arising from the minutes 

5. “Secretary’s report” / Correspondence (any communications)

6. Agenda items / Matters for discussion (such as proposals, or reports on 

    ongoing projects)

    6.1. Dr.Saijaa.N, MD, Doctor of Medical Science and Head of the Environmental Health

           & Research Center, Public Health Institute

    6.2. Dr. Tserennadmid, Chairperson, “City and Health” NGO

7. Any Other Business 

8. Date and Time of the next meeting

Item 2

Apologies for absence were received from: 

1. Khulan.T, MD, Officer in charge of International Cooperation, Health Department of

      Ulaanbaatar City ((Tel:326787, 99171345, email:ubhd@mongol.net)
2. Brigitte Crost, Health Coordinator, MDM / Doctors of the World (Tel: 316746, 99722960 email: mdmmongolie@hotmail.com) 

3. Dicken Higgins, General Coordinator, MDM / Doctors of the World (Tel: 316746, 99276663, email: mdmmongolie@hotmail.com)

4. Azzaya.Ch, MD, Clinical Psychologist, National Cancer Center of Mongolia (Tel: 99276447,  email: mgl_azuka@yahoo.com)

5. Buhuu.Ts, Field Coordinator, “Sante Sud” NGO (Tel: 326260, 99286712, santesudmongolie@hotmail.com)
Item 3 

The minutes for April 25, 2007, Open Meeting, were read and approved as correct. 
Relating to the minutes, Odnoo mentioned and apologized that she misspelled Dulamsuren’s (VSO-Mongolia) name in the version that distributed by email, but now it is corrected in the hard copies that distributed at the meeting.    
Item 4 

Matters arising from the minutes of April 25, 2007, Open Meeting:
From the last Minutes, it can be seen that this Organisation will need a replacement for Odnoo, who will shortly be leaving.
After preliminary discussion, it seems likely that World Vision Mongolia would be willing to co-ordinate the meetings, with full support from Tuya (VSO), and Freddie Merrifield (by email).  Odnoo would also be happy to help by email.

Freddie
There was a suggestion put forward at the previous meeting to have a time limit for presentations at the meetings on certain topics, as it seems that some presentations last so long, that after the reports the participants do not have enough time for proper discussion on the issues and problems raised at the meetings. Accepting this comment, I suggest devoting approximately 2/3 of meeting time for presentations and 1/3 for discussions. 
Odnoo:
At the last meeting, Gloria O’Meara, “Dolma Ling” Community Center, suggested an exchange of information on training and public health support materials, as each organization is knowledgeable in a specific field.
As a result of this, the Dolma Ling Community Center involved the partner organizations’ participants in its training on “Education methodology for young children” offered by an experienced teacher trained in China.  ACF involved the representatives of partner organizations from the meetings, such as the “Gender” Center, “Lamp of the Path” NGO, the Health Department of UB city and Songinokhairkhan District Health Center, in its training on “Public Health Education Methodology”, and “Health and Nutrition”.
As a capacity building exercise, the ACF Nutrition Program is interested to offer its “Health and Nutrition” training to other interested parties.
Freddie:
As you probably noticed in the minutes of the last meeting, there was discussion on official registration and civil documentation highlighting the bureaucracy in the system. It would be helpful if the officers in charge would be aware and do something about the difficulties the citizens are facing.
Tuya:
I suggest distributing the minutes not only in English but also in Mongolian. Then, the relevant government officers can be at least be efficiently informed. 

Freddie:
I would like to mention the bureaucracy issue.

Governments do not have their own money; they manage tax payers’ money, our money, and money from aid and charity organizations.
Although it is important for politicians to achieve “political targets”, it is important to see that any targets are reached with good clinical advice.
As there are constant improvements in medicine, it is also important for all parties to keep an open mind.
Item 5

“Secretary’s report” / Correspondence 

There was no correspondence to report.
Item 6

Agenda items / Matters for discussion (such as proposals, or reports on ongoing projects)

    6.1. Dr.Saijaa.N, MD, Doctor of Medical Science and Head of the Environmental Health

           & Research Center, Public Health Institute

    6.2. Dr. Tserennadmid, Chairperson, “City and Health” NGO

Please see addendum below for a discussion on the presentation.
Item 7

Any Other Business 

As there was no further business, the Chairperson thanked all for their participation in this meeting

Item 8
Date and Time of the next meeting

Date and Time of the next meeting: June 27, 2007, Wednesday, at 10 am 

Meeting place: VSO meeting room, 3rd floor, Bolor Business Center

Topic: Tuberculosis

Chairperson: Freddie W Merrifield, the western coordinator for the HROs’ monthly regular meetings

Addendum to the minutes of 30th May, 2007 meeting 

1. Dr.Saijaa.N, MD, Doctor of Medical Science and Head of the Environmental Health

 & Research Center, Public Health Institute (refer to the attachment)

Saijaa

Presentation:

UB Master Plan for Air Pollution Reduction
Some Results of Ulaanbaatar Air Quality Management Model


Anna Bauze

Did you conduct this survey on your own or by request of the Ministry of Health?
Who is the implementing body and who has requested or ordered the survey?   

Saijaa

The study has been conducted over a 6 month period. The Mayor of UB city and the Municipality ordered the study on Environmental pollution. A joint resolution of the UB Mayor and Minister of Fuel and Energy was approved to establish a working group to work on “UB Master Plan for Air Pollution Reduction”.   

Narantsetseg.Ts

Is there any survey conducted or data collected on the relations on air pollution and seasons of the year? For instance, is there any correlation with air pollution and Winter time due to the ger area heating.  

Saijaa

Yes, it is proven that air pollution is worse in cold seasons. UB is a big area and inhabitants live in only 30% of its territory. The air pollution index is 8-16 P by international air pollution scale. 

Narantsetseg.Ts

Air pollution reasons and problems could be solved taking the long view by considering long middle or long term strategy coordination of actions at the government level. I have no doubt that in the framework of the “Master Plan for Air Pollution Reduction” there are already many activities planned to reduce air pollution. What about community involvement and participation in air pollution reduction, for example, community-based public education on environment pollution prevention?   

Tuya

There is an objective set up in the master plan, to reduce air pollution by 30%. What actions and approaches are planned to reach this objective?  

Saijaa

There are some on-going studies on the possibilities of the production and introduction of smokeless fuel locally to be used for heating of ger areas.
In addition, remedial action by way of discouraging migrants from coming to UB from rural areas by improving the living conditions and job opportunities of rural areas, can, in itself, contribute to a reduction in air pollution in UB. In parallel with these measures, there needs to be some social-economic measures such as income generating activities for UB newcomers, and public health education on environmental health. International and local NGOs participation is very important to this action as a whole, and especially in making the public aware of environmental pollution and its hazards on human health.
The “Master Plan for Air Pollution Reduction” also reflects technological measures like the introduction of improved stoves in ger areas of UB, vehicle smoke management, etc.,   

Anna Bauze 

What are the most important points to focus on for air pollution reduction? 

Saijaa

· Smokeless fuel

· Improved stoves to be used for ger area heating

· Public publicity and education on environmental health 

Anna Bauze 

This morning we have talked mainly on the ger area pollution. Are there any plans on the reduction of air pollution caused  by power stations?  

Saijaa

We do pay more attention to indoor smoke from solid fuels of the poor infrastructure ger areas, as a main cause of UB air pollution. But, definitely, there are plans for simultaneous improvement of power stations’ technology.
We are now in the process of establishing standards on air pollution. There is some discussion on possible amendments to the related laws and regulations on tax, or fines imposed for enterprises, vehicle owners, or other persons who cause air pollution.    

Anna Bauze 

What about prices for smokeless fuel. It is to be expected that most of the ger area population can not afford it if the cost for high technology smokeless fuel will be higher that the usual coal or wood.  

Saijaa

The state policy intends to keep the price for smokeless fuel the same or similar with regular coal. The “Master Plan for Air Pollution Reduction” indicates an intention to train public health workers of every rural health area. The costs, including training cost and the public health workers’ salaries will be put into the overall budget of the health area units. There is already a pilot public health project, and already, some public health workers are currently working in the soums of 2-3 provinces, like Bayankhongor province.    

Javzan

I think, air pollution is a very wide issue including not only air pollution but also several other aspects such as water and soil pollution. Are there any actions reflected in the Master Plan on soil pollution reduction. For instance, latrines in ger areas can be a subject for discussion. 

Saijaa

We are developing the standard on “pit latrines for ger area” as well as on water points. There was one project on “ the improvement of pit-latrines”. But the cost for a unit latrine was too high for the ger area population – around 500.000 MNT. 

Freddie W Merrifield 

I suggest that there is a need to have an another meeting on environmental health as the participants are so interested to continue discussion on this topic, and there are other really important issues of environmental health such as soil and water pollution which we do not have time to go into at this meeting because of lack of time.

Narantsetseg.Ts

I agree with Mr Merrifield to have another meeting on water pollution, soil pollution, and food security and safety. I call for cooperation on developing appropriate approaches on public health education on the environment, and increase awareness and education of the public on this very important issue.   

Tuya

Instead of waiting the next meeting, I suggest organizing an extra meeting, between the two monthly meetings, on those environment-related issues that have been raised today, but were not discussed because of time limitations. As the schedule for the meetings is already set up until February 2008, it seems too long to wait.  

Freddie W Merrifield 

Any interested organization and/or individual with suggestions on future suitable meeting topics should refer to World Vision Mongolia, as WV will be coordinating the meetings and setting up the schedule.  

Narantsetseg.Ts

We could open up a discussion briefly on food security during the next meeting on “Nutrition”, with a view to fixing a separate meeting later.  

Presentation by Dr. Tserennadmid, “City and Health” NGO, on her organizations activities.
2. Dr. Tserennadmid, Chairperson, “City and Health” NGO:
Roughly, a year ago I attended the HROs’ meeting, where I started the idea of establishing an NGO, as I learned at the meeting how beneficial NGOs activities can be in contributing to health improvements, and therefore to the overall development of Mongolia.
Now, I am very pleased to report to you that together with my colleagues I have established the NGO “City and Health” in order to contribute to the healthier life of my people and healthcare system.  This is by way of public health education promotion, training, and advocacy.
I have found these meetings particularly interesting and useful as I have met many highly skilled and experienced medical professionals such as Dr.Saijaa, (PHI) and Dr.Odontsetseg, (ACF) there. 
It seems to me to be an ideal think-tank for raising problems on where we are currently, and discussion on the possible realistic ways of solving the problems, maybe with multi-laterally beneficial cooperation between NGOs and other professional bodies.   

As a start of our activities, we developed public health education support materials on several topics such as “Water and sanitation”, “Food hygiene”, “Oral health for children”, and “Possible impacts of the environment on human health”. Acting on a request from the ACF nutrition program, in June and July, we plan to conduct education sessions on some of the above-mentioned topics for its beneficiaries who are carers of under 5 years old children and expectant and nursing Mothers from the ger area of UB.
Let me express my thanks to the meetings for their effectiveness in facilitating our effective collaboration.  The “City and Health” NGO is ready and willing to co-operate with any organization to reach our common objective – to improve quality of life of Mongolian people through preventative approaches and the provision of better health services.
Dr. Tserennadmid:  99298018
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