Minutes of the Health Related Organisations' meeting 
held on January 25, 2006 
Main Topic: Life Skills Education Approaches 
Agenda 
10:00 – 10:15 Introduction and sign in for meeting participants
Apologies for absence
Review of Minutes of the Last Meeting (December 2005)
New business
10:15 – 10:35 Overview on Life Skills education by Peace Corps Mongolia 

10:35 – 11:15 Brief Presentations (ten minutes each) by the following organizations: 

ADRA – Dr.Luvsandash Molomjamts, Live and Learn Program 

Norwegian Lutheran Mission – Mr.John Macom, PCV and Ms. Bayarmaa, Youth Programs 

UNICEF – Dr. Ider Dungerdorj, Project Officer, HIV/AIDS 

Life Skills Plus – Ms. Hazel – Kharkhorin Prison Project 

11:15 – 11:55 Discussion and Questions/Answers – Additional Sharing and Thoughts 

11:55 – 12:00 Plans for next Meeting (topic and chair) 
Item 1 
Chairperson: Susan Roe, Health and Environment Programs, Peace Corps Mongolia (Tel: 311518, email: sroe@mn.peacecorps.gov) 

Participants: 
1. Odnoo, Nutrition Program, ACF Mongolia (Tel: 99149656, email: odnoo1220@yahoo.com) 
2. Khongor, VSO (Tel: 318515) 
3. Caroline Gontier Nutrition Program, ACF (Action Contre la Faim) Mongolia (Tel: 99239151, email: acffsnutmongolia@mbox.mn) 
4. Caroline Wilkinson, ACF Nutritionist Paris (email: cwilkinson@actioncontrelafaim.org) 
5. Khulan, Department of Health, Ulaanbaatar city (Tel: 326787, 99171345 email: ubhealth@mongol.net) 
6. Ider Dungerdorj, APO HIV/AIDS, UNICEF Mongolia (Tel: 99082262, idungerdorj@unicef.org) 
7. Choi Joohyun , Mongolia Center for Improvement of Nutrition – MIN (Tel: 91195321 or 312124, email:joohyun.lee@tufts.edu) 
8. Bayanjargal.S, Mongolia Center for Improvement of Nutrition – MIN (Tel: 91170782, email:bkaktus@yahoo.com) 
9. Mashbadrakh, Mongolian Public Health Professionals’ Association – MPHPA (Tel: 316183, 99136879, email: mphpa@magicnet.mn) 
10. John Macom, Peace Corps Health Volunteer placed with NLM (email: macom2004@yahoo.com) 
11. Suzanne Smith, Peace Corps Health Volunteer (email: susmith718@yahoo.com) 
12. Tsetsen.T, Health Programme Coordinator, ADRA (Tel : 315730, 95151253, 99718899, email : heallth@adra.org.mn or tsetsen_t@yahoo.com) 
13. Luvsandash.M, ADRA Mongolia, "Live and Learn" Program (Tel: 315730) 
14. Unurbayar.L, ADRA Mongolia, "Live and Learn" Program (Tel: 315730) 
15. Loren Nelson, Deseret International Charities (Tel: 318009, 99112159, email: lnelson@magicnet.mn) 
16. Medora Nerlson, Deseret International Charities (Tel: 318009) 
17. Grover and Carol Hoopes, Deseret International Charities (email:cahoopes@magicnet.mn) 
18. B. Orgil, President, Mongolian Association of Family Doctors (Tel: 329977) 
19. Anil Sharma, Director of the Community Center, Lamp of the Path NGO, (Tel: 99718335, email: lamasharma@yahoo.co.uk) 
20. Otgonchimeg, Director of the Children’s Development Project, Lamp of the Path NGO, (Tel: 99260028, email: eegmihc2002@yahoo.com)
Item 2 
Apologies had been received from Maalfird Bjorgaas (Norwegian Litheran Mission Mongolia), Olivier Delclos (Doctors of the World), Tuvshinzaya (Department of Health, Gobi-Sumber province) UNICEF (Tuya), and Department of International Cooperation of the Medical Sciences` University (Georg W. Zoll). 

Item 3 
The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved as correct. 
Item 4 
Presentations: 
- Overview on Life Skills education by Peace Corps Mongolia by Susan Roe 

· Brief powerpoint presentation by Dr.Luvsandash Molomjamts, ADRA, Live and Learn Program
· Brief powerpoint presentation by Dr. Ider Dungerdorj, Project Officer, UNICEF Mongolia HIV/AIDS project
· Brief presentation by Mr.John Macom, PCV and Ms. Bayarmaa, Norwegian Lutheran Mission Youth Programs 
The presentations are available in electronic versions at the Peace Corps (reference persons: Susan Roe and Zorigoo, Tel: 311518, email: sroe@mn.peacecorps.gov )
Item 5 
Discussion and Questions/Answers – Additional Sharing and Thoughts 

Odnoo: All the presentations given this morning were made by International/Foreign organizations and projects? Who is the main national partner of the International programs? 

Ider Dungerdorj: The Government organizations whom we cooperate with, are the Ministry of Education, the National Authority for Children and the Local Governors’ Offices. 
Caroline: In the presentations it was mentioned that there is an increasing number of school drop-outs specially for children from poor families. What are the causes? 

Mashbadrakh: The main reason is the poverty. I have some research materials and statistics on it. If you are interested do not hesitate to contact me. 

Question: How does poverty have an influence on school drop-outs? 

Odnoo: As all of you probably know, general basic education is free of charge in Mongolia. But, still there are some expenses required from the families, such us clothing for children, stationery, transportation fees, security for books, and money for books suggested by teachers. And it is no secret that not only children but also some teachers have different attitudes towards children from poor families and those from rich families. Very often, children from vulnerable families are ignored, neglected and derided at schools. 
Anil: I have a question for NLM. How do you involve children in your youth program; what are the criteria? 

Bayarmaa: We work very closely with the khoroo governors’ offices and social workers at khoroo levels. The above-mentioned officials provide us with the name list of the children, and we interview the guardians and visit homes to define our beneficiaries. 
Khulan: It is important to assess and develop the standard on health related-subjects in the curricula in the schools, and introduce them into the school programs. 

Odnoo reminded the meeting that at the previous meetings it was pointed out that meetings had evolved into individual educational workshops. This served a very useful function, but maybe there was more potential for these meetings. 
Linking meetings could develop a "think tank" and there would be opportunities for discussion as well as co-operation. 
Following committee procedure would effectively co-ordinate meetings. 
It was suggested: 
1. that part of each meeting should be for discussion. 
2. maybe one topic could be discussed over two consecutive months.
Many participants, such us Mashbadrakh, Khulan, and Susan supported the idea on format of the meetings. 

Odnoo: If you would like me to, I am pleased to form a subcommittee with your collaboration to implement the changes. 
At the end of the meeting: 

- Mr.John Macom, PCV and Ms. Bayarmaa, Norwegian Lutheran Mission Youth Programs, distributed [the] Public Health Educational materials to the participants/organizations basing on their request made at the previous meeting. 
- Susan Roe, Health and Environment Programs, Peace Corps Mongolia distributed the series of books on Life Skills developed by Peace corps Mongolia, both in English and Mongolian, to the interested organizations/individuals.
Item 6 
Plans for next Meeting (topic and chair) 

Date and Time of the next meeting: February22, 2005, at 10 am 
Topic: Common Chronic Diseases in Mongolia 

Chairpersons: 
1. Altaisaikhan, National NCD team member, Dean, School of Medicine, 
HSUM (email: khasag@yahoo.co.uk) 

2. Choi Joohyun , Mongolia Center for Improvement of Nutrition – MIN (Tel: 91195321 or 312124, email:joohyun.lee@tufts.edu)
