Minutes of the Health Related Organisations' meeting held on November 30th 2005 

 

Main Topic: Public Health 

 

Agenda 

1 Record those present. 

2 Apologies for absence. 

3 Minutes of the previous meeting. 

4 Matters arising from the Minutes. 

5 Correspondence. 

6 Format of meetings. 

7 Matters for discussion and presentations. 

8 Any Other Business. 

9 Time and date of the next meeting.

Item 1 

Chairperson: Frederick W Merrifield (email: fred@fmerrifield.co.uk) 

 

Participants: 

1. Odnoo, Nutrition Program, ACF Mongolia (Tel: 99149656, email: odnoo1220@yahoo.com) 

2. Buyanaa, VSO (Tel: 318515, email: buyanaa.tamir@vsoint.org) 

3. Caroline Gontier Nutrition Program, ACF (Action Contre la Faim) Mongolia (Tel: 99239151) 

4. Khulan, Department of Health, Ulaanbaatar city (Tel: 326787, 99171345 email: ubhealth@mongol.net) 

5. Bayanjargal, Mongolia Center for Improvement of Nutrition – MIN (Tel: 99675178, email:bkaktus@yahoo.com) 

6. Kim Sunmi, Mongolia Center for Improvement of Nutrition – MIN (Tel: 91170782, email:sun0531@hotmail.com) 

7. Julie Pekowski, Peace Corps Volunteer, Pact Mongolia Gobi Initiative, (email: julie@pact.mn) 

8. Bradley J. Ihrig, Manager of Health Programs, World Vision Mongolia (Tel: 345323, 99098278 email:bradley_ihrig@wvi.org) 

9. Benjamin Norens, ADRA Mongolia, Health Program (email: benjamin_norens@hotmail.com) 

10. Tsetsen.T, Health Programme Coordinator, ADRA (Tel : 95151253, 99718899, email : heallth@adra.org.mn or tsetsen_t@yahoo.com) 

11. Belinda Ryan, ADRA Mongolia, Program Coordinator (Tel: 315730, 99827362, email: programs@adra.org.mn) 

12. Loren Nelson, Deseret International Charities (Tel: 318009, 99112159, email: lnelson@magicnet.mn) 

13. Grover Hoopes, Deseret International Charities (Tel: 452171, 99114729, email: carolhoopes@ldschurch.org) 

14. Munkhzaya, Deseret International Charities 

15. B. Orgil, President, Mongolian Association of Family Doctors (Tel: 329977) 

16. Tuvshinzaya, Head of the Department of Health, Gobi-Sumber province, email: tuvshinzaya_L@yahoo.com) 

17. Tserennadmid.B, State Inspector, State Professional Inspection Authority of Ulaanbaatar city, Tel: 328819, 99298018, email: Tscrenn0220@yahoo.com) 

18. Anil Sharma, Lamp of the Path NGO, (Tel: 99718335, email: Lamasharma@yahoo.com) 

19. Adriaan Rietberg, Association of Parents with Disabled Children (Tel: 318060, email: adriaan.rietberg@gmail.com) 

20. Enkhtuya.V, International Relations Coordinator, Health Sciences University of Mongolia 

21. (Tel: 319051, 99715067, email: wenkhe@yahoo.com) 

22. Mashbadrakh, Mongolian Public Health Professionals’ Association – MPHPA (Tel: 316183, 99136879, email: mphpa@magicnet.mn) 

23. Maalfrid Bjorgaas, Norwegian Lutheran Mission Mongolia (Tel: 328323, 99868841, email: maalfrid@nlmmon.org) 

24. Britta Tiefenbacher, FPMT Mongolia Mahayana Buddhist Center (Tel: 319953, 99863691, email: brittatiefenbacher@hotmail.com) 

Item 2 

Apologies had been received from Peace Corps (Susan Roe and Zorigoo), UNICEF (Tuya), and Department of International Cooperation of the Medical Sciences` University (Georg W. Zoll)

Item 3 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved as correct. 

Item 4 

Matters arising: 

It was noted from the Minutes that participants found these meetings particularly useful as a way of networking. 

Item 5 

Correspondence: 

1.Peace Corps apologised for not being able to Chair the December meeting; they asked to Chair the January meeting, and requested that the topic should be "Life Skills". 

This was agreed. 

2."Sante Sud" the France based NGO expressed its willingness to chair meeting on the topic "AIDS" through Caroline. Caroline will clarify the month of the Sante Sud meeting and inform Freddie. 

Item 6 

Format of Meetings: 

· Before discussion, thanks were given to VSO for all the support they gave. 

· Additional thanks were given to Odnoo, for all her help, and to ACF for the way that they supported her.

It was pointed out that meetings had evolved into individual workshops. This served a very useful function, but maybe there was more potential for these meetings. 

Linking meetings could develop a "think tank" and there would be opportunities for discussion as well as co-operation. 

Following committee procedure would effectively co-ordinate meetings. 

It was suggested: 

1 that part of each meeting should be for discussion. 

2 maybe one topic could be discussed over two consecutive months. 

As these points are open to discussion, it was proposed that this should become an agenda item at the December meeting. 

Item 7 

Matters for discussion and presentations. 

Mashbadrakh, MPHPA: One of the main activities of our organization is Public Health Education, and we collaborate closely with other organizations on Primary Health Care and Public Health. In cooperation with the School of Public Health of the State University of Medical Sciences, our Association developed new curriculum modules to train professionals of Primary Health Care and Public Health. We developed and published several guidelines and handbooks for public health students. We are ready to cooperate with all of you, and every suggestion of collaboration in this field will be appreciated. Recently we translated and published an 800-page book "New Public Health", and we hope that this book will be a benefit for the future development of Public Health. 

Tuvshinzaya, the Health Department of Gobisumber province: I was appointed as Head of the Health Department of Gobisumber province only 2 months ago. During this period I became acquainted with the current situation of health care in the province and I have learned that the system suffers greatly from lack of professionals in rural areas. We lack both doctors and nurses, and there is a great need to train the medical professionals on Public Health. Is there any possibility for your organization to cooperate with us in this issue? 

Mashbadrakh, MPHPA: Our master degree studies are open for everybody who has a need. Also, we organize short-term training for professionals. So, if you request and send your personnel, we are ready to collaborate. 

Anil, Lamp of the Path: I represent a newly established health NGO. We have chosen Bayanzurkh district as a target area. Where can we obtain statistics on communicable and non-communicable diseases in this district? 

Mashbadrakh, MPHPA: You can get health statistics from the Ministry of Health, the Health Department of Ulaanbaatar city, the National Center for Health Development and the National Center for Communicable diseases. I think, in your case, it is better to request information from the Ministry of Health, as their statistics are both in English and Mongolian, and their compilation covers all Mongolia, while the Health Department’s statistics cover only Ulaanbaatar city. 

Odnoo, ACF: We appreciate that it is quite time-consuming to have meetings in two languages; in Mongolian and English, but we consider that it is essential to be convenient both for our international partners and local professionals. 

Bradley, World Vision: Who is the implementing agency for public health policy? Are professionals in primary health care responsible for policy implementation? 

Mashbadrakh, MPHPA: All health organizations including primary health care organizations, and all working professionals of health care systems are responsible for policy implementation. But, as you probably know, sometimes there is contradiction between a policy and its actual implementation. 

Bradley, World Vision: I am interested in your organization’s training and publications on Public Health. I will contact you to discuss cooperation. 

Odnoo, ACF: As one of the main objectives of these regular meetings is to build lasting working relationship between organizations/individuals, I am pleased to hear that. We know that some important and successful collaborations have come about as a result. 

Khulan, the Health Department of UB city: We work in every aspect of the health-care service of Ulaanbaatar city. Our strategic objective is to increase life expectancy and improve the health status of the population of Ulaanbaatar city by providing good quality health service in an equitable and accessible basis, by promoting and protecting their health. To reach our objective, we aim to develop inter-sector fruitful cooperation, and coordination of activities of government agencies, together with local and international NGOs. As we all have the same objective with these meetings in many ways, we are very pleased with the monthly regular meetings. 

We have published a new educational CD series on Public Health. This CD consists of two parts, and includes valuable information for the general public. We have an idea to establish a "Public Health Education Center", but this is not a written and/or confirmed project yet. And we would welcome your suggestions to develop this idea, and invite all of you to cooperate. In our mind, this center would be for everyone, and will provide all the necessary health-related information. 

Mashbadrakh, MPHPA: In my opinion, it is better to cooperate closely with the Education Department of Ulaanbaatar city in developing a school curriculum of Public Health, rather than to set up a new center. I think, it is more effective, when people are educated from young age. 

Khulan, the Health Department of UB city: In secondary and high schools, the only health-related subject is "Anatomy", and also we should consider the fact that not all the children can attend the schools. As I mentioned before, the center will be for all age-groups, and social groups. 

Caroline, ACF: I support your idea about setting up such an education center. But, in my opinion, we should not forget about vulnerable population. As I understand it, this center will be equipped with high technology information tools, such as Internet, CDs and DVDs. Most of the vulnerable people can not use computers, some of them can not even read, and some of them have no money for transport to visit the center. 

One more point that I would like to discuss with you is the health insurance system and its policy. I am very surprised that, despite the employers pay their employees’ health insurance, the health insurance authorities do not reimburse payment for medical examinations and tests, even when these examinations and analyses are obligatory because of professional requirements. 

Mashbadrakh, MPHPA: According to the related Laws, it is supposed to be reimbursed, but, unfortunately, the implementing agencies could not fully comply with the laws and regulations because of certain difficulties that the health insurance system faces. 

Tserennadmid, State Professional Inspection Authority: The Law on Health Insurance has been launched since 1993. The State takes full responsibility for medical services for pensioners and children under 16 years of age. And, not all of the working force contributes to health insurance. It means that the Health Insurance fund not capable to cover all medical services for working people. Concerning medical books for people who work with children, in the food industry, food trade, clinics and hospitals; all of them should have tests for certain diseases & conditions such as tuberculosis, skin diseases, syphilis, etc., once every 6 months. 

There are around 200 state inspectors in our organization, and we inspect on the implementation of the Laws, Regulations and Standards. Inspectors do monitoring and supervision both by schedule and randomly. 

Adriaan, Association of Parents with Disabled Children: I work with children and do home visiting. Do I need to have a medical book and pass the medical tests/analysis that you’ve just mentioned? 

Tserennadmid, State Professional Inspection Authority: Yes, it is obligatory to have a medical book for every person who works in the above-mentioned fields, irrespective of whether the person is a foreigner or not. Not only employees, but also the employers are responsible for their personnel’s medical examinations. 

Tsetsen, ADRA: I have two points to raise. 1st, as the health insurance system does not meet the current demands & requirements and therefore needs a great reform, I suggest having a meeting on this issue in the near future. 2nd, although we may have a good discussion on certain health problems, the policy makers are not involved enough. So, I suggest involving as many leaders and policy makers as possible in these kinds of gatherings. 

Mashbadrakh, MPHPA: In principle, I agree with you. But, not all of the meetings are on the influencing of policy making. So, as and when we reach a common decision after discussion, then we could submit the findings to the Authorities. And one more suggestion is to invite the responsible officials depending on the topic of the meetings. If you would like me to, I could inform and invite officials from the Ministry of Health, the National Center for Health development, the WHO, etc., 

Odnoo, ACF: Here, I would like to mention that some governmental implementing and coordinating agencies are already involved actively in the meetings. We could name the Health Department of Ulaanbaatar city, Nutrition Research Center of the Public Health Institute, National Center for Communicable Diseases, Research Center for Mother and Child Health, the State University of Medical Sciences, Gobisumber Health Department and so on. Yes, it is good idea to involve regularly people from the policy defining organizations. 

Item 8 

Any Other Business: 

Tuvshinzaya, Head of the Department of Health, Gobi-Sumber province, said that she welcomed any co-operation with her organisation. Email: tuvshinzaya_L@yahoo.com 

Caroline, ACF: For the next meeting, I suggest you to bring public health education materials that you and/or your organization have produced, to know where we are in developing good educational materials for public, and to exchange information to develop public health education. 

Item 9 

Date and Time of the next meeting: December 28th, 2005, at 10 am 

Chairperson: Tuya, VSO
