Minutes of the Meeting for Health-related Organizations

Date: January 26, 2005.

Meeting place: VSO meeting room, 3-rd floor, "Bolor" Business center

Meeting time: 10:00 am

Those present:

1. Odnoo.D, FHPP (Tel: 99149656, email: odnoo1220@yahoo.com) 

2. Tuya.O, VSO (Tel: 318515, email: tuya.ochir@vsoint.org) 

3. Alison Rusinow (Tel: 318515, alison.rusinow@vsoint.org) 

4. Mashbadrakh, Mongolian Association of Public Health Professionals 

(Tel: 99136879, email: mphpa@magicnet.mn)

5. Ludmila Rozoweic, Mongol Messenger (Tel: 315512, 

email: ludmila.rozowiec@lycos.co.uk)

6. Ariunbileg.Z, Nutrition Research Center, Public Health Institute (Tel: 99259409, 

email: nrc@magicnet.mn) 

7. 
Emmanuel Vivien, ACF Mongolia (Tel: 322786, email: acf-mongolia@mbox.mn) 

1. Tsetsen.T, ADRA (Tel: 99718899, email: health@adra.org.mn) 

2. Nancy A. Nix, Health and Environment Programs, Peace Corps Mongolia 

(Tel: 311518, email: nnix@mn.peacecorps.gov) 

3. Bridget Baumer, Health and Environment Programs, Peace Corps Mongolia 

(Tel: 99721453, email: bridgetmary1026@yahoo.com)

4. Katherine Harris, Peace Corps Volunteer, Khovd aimag, UNFPA-RSO 

(horses2jump@yahoo.com or katherine@unfpa.org.mn) 

5. Jennifer MacLellan, VSO nurse trainer in Sainshand, Developing Public Health 

Nurse Training Programme (jennifermaclellan@yahoo.com) 

Apologies for absence were received from:

1. Joergi W Zoll, "Hands of Light" clinic 

2. Yondontsoo, Mongolian Association of Family Doctors 

3. Byambasuren, Joint Association of Mongolian Private Health Organizations

Minutes of the last meeting were read, and, as there was no matter arising from the minutes, it was approved.

Agenda item discussed: 

Alison, VSO: I am pleased that the monthly meeting is becoming regular. I think it sounds if it is off to a good start – let`s hope that we can keep the momentum going and even see some results, such as joint projects. I will continue to support the meeting in any way possible. But, we have to think about some organizational thing. It seems that the number of organizations attending the meeting is getting more and more, and we would better to think if we should keep to a limited number of organizations and develop lasting cooperation, or enhance the number of organizations, as we have a limited capacity of room, and, maybe time. And I would like to raise the matter of who will take the minutes. As Amraa and Tuya from VSO have their own, and a quite tight schedule of work, I do not want to overload them. Buyanaa can help with taking the minutes and keeping all documents, but, again, we have to discuss that with her. 

I am sorry, but I have to leave. Have your meeting.

Odnoo, FHPP: From the beginning, August 20, 2004, we have had 6 meetings, and the minutes were taking by me and/or Amraa, VSO. If someone, like Buyanaa from VSO would help me, I can continue to do it. Because, sometimes it is not easy to speak discuss, translate and take notice all at the same time. 

Tuya: We can discuss it with Buyanaa after the meeting, and request her to take the minutes. 

As it was requested at the last meeting, I brought VSO Health Programme Area Plan for you.

Mashbadrakh, Mongolian Association of Public Health Professionals: Our organization is based on the former Soros Foundation Public Health Program, and has kept some programs that were implemented by the Soros Foundation, such as the Salzburg International Medical Seminars and Internships. By the way, now it is announced Salzburg International Medical Seminars on some specialization. All of you are welcome to apply. The deadline for applications is February 10, 2005. We published and translated several books on Public Health issues, such as "Report on assessment of master of public health training in Mongolia", "Evidence based medicine" and so on. Also we organize Public Health training, lectures and many other events.

Emmanuel Vivien, ACF Mongolia: I would like to introduce ACF briefly. ACF – Action Contre la Faim (Action Against Hunger) is a non-governmental, non-political, non-religious and non-profit organization. Originally founded in 1979, it has become one of the foremost international organizations in the fight against hunger. ACF combines experience and expertise to provide appropriate responses, through its four main approaches to the fight against hunger: Nutrition, Food security, Water, and Health. It has 4 headquarters which are in France, the USA, the UK and Spain. In Mongolia, ACF has worked since 2002, in the field of food security. Now ACF Mongolia is implementing NPUs Program on Nutrition. This Program aims to detect, diagnose and treat malnourished children under 5 years old in the outskirts of UB, provide the mothers and caretakers of children with nutrition and health education through NPUs (Nutritional Promotion Units). In the framework of this program, we conducted the 2-day Nutrition training for Medical professionals of family clinics.

Nancy A.Nix, Peace Corps Mongolia: I am the Associate Director for the Health Program. Peace Corps contributes practical assistance in the form of Volunteers, men and women skilled in the sectors requested, who work with Host Country Agencies (HCAs) to reach their goals. Peace Corps` strategy is to develop the capacity of the HCA to the degree that Peace Coprs` services will eventually not be required. We currently have 10 health volunteers working in Mongolia and we would like to strengthen and expand our program. This type of gathering is a wonderful opportunity for collaborative efforts. I have brought Peace corps brochures and material on World Health Day, which is April 7, 2005, for you.

Jennifer MacLellan, VSO Nurse Trainer: I work with the Medical College of Sainshand, developing Public Health Nurse Training Program at this College. I am very pleased to attend such a meeting. I would like you to get acquainted with the program of new curriculum on public health that we are trying to develop. Any comments and suggestions would be greatly appreciated. 

Katherine Harris, Peace Corps Mongolia: I think this kind of meeting is a great opportunity to share information and ideas, and to keep lasting cooperation. As I work far from UB, in Khovd aimag, unfortunately, I can not afford to attend every meeting. Please keep me on your list for email announcements.

Ludmila Rozoweic, Mongol Messenger: I attended the meeting for several times, and I`ve found it both interesting and fruitful. I am leaving for England in a few days. But, I think, Mongol Messenger would be interested in attending the meetings. I will report on this meeting.

Ariunbileg, Nutrition Research Center, Public Health Institute: At first, I would like to introduce to you our organization. NRC is a State Institute that defines and makes policy on nutrition nationwide, as well as being responsible for research and training on nutrition, and public health. We co-operate with several International organizations like UNICEF and ACF. Recently I took the opportunity to attend ACF nutritional training for medical professionals, and I found it very useful and fruitful for Family Clinics` activities on the detection, diagnosis and treatment of malnutrition among children.

Odnoo: As some organizations do not attend the meetings  on a regular basis, it is difficult to develop joint activities. But, even just to gather together once a month and share information and ideas can be a benefit, as there is a great lack of sharing information. As the attendees of each meeting may not be the same organizations we are not able to consider inconclusive discussions. I propose to think about it.

The date and time of the next meeting was fixed for 10:00am, February 23, 2005. 

Attention! As these minutes were not actually recorded at the time of the meeting, they may not be fully accurate. If that is the case, I would like you to write down amendments before they will be approved. I beg your pardon for any case of missing your idea and information.

Odnoo. 

