Minutes of the Health-related Organizations` meeting

November 19, 2004

Meeting place: VSO meeting room, 3-rd floor, "Bolor" Business center

Meeting time: 9.30 am, 2004.11.19

Chairperson: Tuya.O, VSO

Secretary: Odnoo.D, FHPP

Present: 

1. Odontsetseg.D, FHPP 

2. Tuya, VSO 

3. Tsetsen, ADRA 

4. Yondontsoo, MAFD 

5. Mendsaikhan, MONG-EM 

6. Battsetseg, Skin Diseases` Research Center 

7. Joergi W.Zoll, "Hands of Light" clinic 

8. Leah O`Brien, "Mongol Messenger" 

9. Ludmila Rozowiec, "Mongol Messenger" 

10. Maitsetseg, "Focus" NGO 

11. Byambasuren, Joint Association of Mongolian Private Health Organizations 

12. Khulan, "Education" center

Meeting started at 9.40am, November 19. 

Odnoo introduced some background information for new members. 

Every participant briefly introduced him/ her and his/her organization `s activities. 

Tuya: 

· I think, it`s a very time-consuming process to introduce every organization at every meeting. I suggest all of you to bring your organizations` brochure, so that we could just listen to the new participants' organizations` brief introduction.

Odnoo: 

Firstly, I would like to inform you about the correspondence of our meeting: 

· Peter Marsh from American Center for Mongolian Studies sent an email expressing his interest in participating in the regular meetings, and asking to keep him on the meetings` list for email announcements. 

· Alison Rusinow, the director of VSO, sent an email, saying that she will continue to support the meetings any way possible. 

· Dr. Georgi from "Hands of light" expressed his desire to attend the meetings, and asked to apologize for his possible lateness, because of a previously arranged appointment. He will try to come, but in the case that he would not be able to attend the meeting, asked to keep him informed, and be sent the minutes of the meeting.

· About Tuya`s suggestion; Yes, there are several organizations that attend the meetings regularly, so, it would save our time if we prepare a very brief introduction of any new organizations attending the next meeting. If it suits you, I am happy to compile it if you send to me in advance your organizations` brief information just in a few sentences.

Battsetseg, from Skin Diseases` Research Center:

· I am pleased to attend this meeting, and I think it is very helpful event to network Health-related organizations` activities, as, at the moment, we work separately, and do not know what others are doing. If we work in the same field and are implementing similar projects, it would be more fruitful to collaborate. Maybe, because of our Center`s relatively remote situation, we are not normally involved in any joint meetings like this, and I am very glad to attend this meeting, and am interested to be involved on a continual basis. 

Yondontsoo from MAFD:

· I have been involved in the meetings from the beginning, and I have found it useful, because we can exchange ideas and information, and learn from each other. 

· I was fortunate enough to attend the WONCA conference in the USA, and I`ve found it very interesting, useful and helpful for our work. If you would like to have some more information, feel free to contact me and ask.

Mendsaikhan:

· I am glad to attend this meeting, as I think it would make our co-operation more fruitful. We need to have more understanding, support, and realistic policies from the Government. So we`d better to define our objectives and goals more clearly, and try to be an influence at policy-making level.

Maitsetseg:

· I agree with Dr. Mendsaikhan, in saying that we should submit our decisions and opinions to the officials. There are many issues that need great change, such as Health and Social Insurance, etc.

Byambasuren: 

· As working professionals in the field, we all know that our Health care system needs to be changed, and be developed. All parties involved, both doctors and patients, are not satisfied with current Health Care System. Let`s try to get it developed.

Leah:

· There have been a lot of discussions on the Health Education of the General Public, but I think there is a great need to improve Doctors` professional ethics too. I am told that some doctors do gynecological examinations without changing surgical gloves, knowing that it could transmit infections. 

Mendsaikhan:

· It is true that Medical personnel`s professional ethics are low, maybe because of a low salary. But, in my opinion, it`s more related with the management of the whole system. And if we unite together, we could do more.

Joergi W.Zoll:

· I am sorry to be late. I think these regular meetings are very useful for each of us, as it would connect us Health-related Organizations regularly, to share information, opinions and ideas. 

Tuya:

· VSO is going to organize a Launching Ceremony of its 2005-2010 Country Strategy. In the framework of this event we are organizing training on Fundraising, Proposal Writing, etc, and if you would like to be involved we welcome you. But, you need to inform us in advance what training you would like to attend. 

